PowerPoint 3: Messengers 
Notes and discussion points

Slide 1:  Dogs and pigeons were used in the war to carry messages on the battlefield.
What do you think the metal cylinder on the collar was for? (It was used to carry messages written on notepaper.)
Why were dogs and pigeons used to carry messages on the battlefield? 
(Wireless was primitive, unreliable and heavy, phones needed cables, which were frequently cut by shellfire, runners were slow and vulnerable, and semaphore and lamps were often obscured by smoke.)
Slide 2:  In order to provide enough dogs for training, the police were ordered to hand over any strays they found. Many were taken from Dogs’ Homes. The government appealed to the public to give up their pets and over 7,000 were handed over for war service.
If you had a pet dog would you give them up for war service?

Slide 3:  At the British War Dog School of Instruction, 20,000 dogs were trained under harsh battle conditions to perform duties such as carrying messages, scouting and acting as sentries.

To get the dogs used to battlefield conditions during training, explosions were arranged close to the feeding dogs. Those who passed training were sent to the front. Often those who failed to make the grade were put down.
Slide 4:  War dog kennels in France. Each dog had its own dugout.

Slide 5: Trained to return to their keeper’s station, messenger dogs could cover 10-15 miles in one to two hours, running under fire from trench to trench through barbed wire and across shell holes.
What dangers do you think these dogs faced on the battlefield? (Enemy snipers would try to shoot them because they carried vital information for the other side. They could be also killed by exploding shells and poisonous gas and injured by barbed wire.)
Slide 6:  German dog trained to lay telephone cables across the battlefield.

Slide 7:  A German messenger dog carries ‘disc' grenades to a bombing patrol in a shell hole on the Western Front. 
Slide 8:  Another hazard that war dogs faced was poisonous gas. 

These German dogs are wearing gas masks to protect them from the deadly gas,
Slide 9:  These messenger dogs have been injured by mustard gas, which has caused burns to their feet. Gas was heavier than air and would settle in shell holes and close to the ground. The gas remained in the soil, still causing injuries for weeks after being released.
Slide 10: Wounded messenger dogs being treated at a German dog hospital.
No one knows how many dogs died, but the figure probably runs into tens of thousands.
Slide 11: At the end of the war, rather than being re-homed or returned to their original owners, many were simply abandoned or put down.
Why were dogs not returned home? (It was considered that it would cost too much.)
Do you think that the army dogs were treated justly after the war?

Slide 12: Pigeons were also used to carry messages on the battlefield.
Why might carrier pigeons be used in some circumstances, rather than dogs? (They can fly further and faster, and can fly over enemy if troops are cut off or surrounded.) 
Slide 13: What is this pigeon being released from? (An early British tank. The first tanks were unreliable and often broke down in battle, so the crew often had to call for assistance.)
As well as in tanks, pigeons were also carried onboard ships and aeroplanes.

Slide 14: When a message needed to be sent, it would be written on special notepaper and then put into a canister which was attached to the pigeon’s leg.

Slide 15: Once released, the pigeons would fly back to the loft with their message, which would then be passed on by phone or runner.
Slide 16: This famous message from the First Battalion of the U.S. 308th Infantry Regiment, who were cut off and under fire was delivered by Cher Ami on October 4th, 1918.
What does this message mean? What are the soldiers asking for? (The battalion was under ‘friendly’ fire from its own artillery. They were appealing for them to stop firing at them.)
How long did it take for the message to get through? (1 hour 22 minutes.)
Slide 17: Before Cher Ami, two other pigeons were sent who were shot and killed. Cher Ami flew over 25 miles to deliver his message despite having been shot, blinded in one eye, covered in blood, and with a leg hanging only by a tendon. The message was in a capsule on the damaged leg. Shortly after the message arrived, the artillery stopped firing. Medics were able to save Cher Ami‘s life but not his left leg. Cher Ami died the following year on June 13th, 1919 from the injuries he received in battle.

Slide 18: Of the 100,000 pigeons used by all sides in the war, it is thought that about 20,000 – one in five – were killed in action.
Slide 19: In Hyde Park there is a memorial to animals in war  - the inscription reads: in memory of the animals who ‘served and died alongside British and allied forces in wars’
(Click) -> Part of the inscription reads, ‘They had no choice’.

(Click)  -> Some people say that the animals who saw action in the First World War, just like the soldiers who fought, were heroes because they were brave. 
(Click) -> Other people argue that the animals who died in combat were victims because they did not agree to take part in the war and they didn’t know what danger they were in. 

What do you think?

Slide 20: For more information on animals in the First World War, see the Animal Aid website.
