PowerPoint 4: Animals and Poisonous Gas
Notes and discussion points

Slide 2: Armies on both sides in the conflict used deadly poisonous gas in an attempt to overcome the deadlock of trench warfare.

This aerial photograph shows gas being released from a trench and being blown by the wind towards the enemy lines.

Poisonous (chlorine) gas was used for the first time by the Germans at the Second Battle of Ypres in April 1915.
Slide 3: Gas was delivered from pressurised cylinders dug into the German front line. French soldiers had no gas masks and fled in panic. 
What might have been the problem with the method of delivery? (It is dependent on

wind direction, which may change – as it did when the British army first used gas later in September 1915.)
Slide 4: French soldiers wearing early gas masks which were pads of material soaked in chemicals (or urine) – urine reacts with chlorine, which is why it’s used in swimming pools.
Slide 5: Later gas masks were much improved. These British soldiers are wearing Small Box Respirators.
Slide 6: Gas masks were also produced for animals on the battlefield – these British cavalry horses are wearing their own gas masks.

Slide 7: Horses were trained during anti-gas drills.
How did the horses’ gas masks differ to the soldiers’? (They don’t have eye protection.)
Slide 8: A dog gas mask.

Slide 9: German dogs wearing gas masks on the frontline.
Slide 10: Gas-proof containers were developed to protect messenger pigeons against gas attack.

Slide 11: Both sides developed more ‘effective’ types of poisonous gas during the war. Phosgene gas was produced which caused the victim to violently cough and choke. Mustard gas, first used by the Germans in 1917, caused serious burns and blisters.
Protection against mustard gas proved more difficult than against either chlorine or phosgene gas.

These soldiers have been blinded by burns to their eyes caused by mustard gas.

Slide 12: Mustard gas remained in the soil for weeks after being released, causing

burns.

These British messenger dogs have burns to their feet caused by mustard gas.

Slide 13: Horse with burns caused by mustard gas.

Slide 14: Plans from the Imperial War Museum collection showing an experiment conducted on animals at the Royal Engineers Experimental Station in 1917 into the effectiveness of gas on a mock-up of a trench system.
Goats, rats and cats were put into two trenches and subjected to a ‘gas attack’.
Slide 15: Gas shells were fired at them by a 4.5 inch howitzer artillery gun. 

This was how gas was deployed (used) against the enemy later in the war.

Do you think that the Royal Engineers Experimental Station was justified in using

animals in this experiment? 
How else might the army have found out about the effects of poisonous gas on soldiers?
Slide 16: For more information on animals in the First World War, see the Animal Aid website.
