
EEvveerryy yyeeaarr aarroouunndd 3355 mmiilllliioonn pphheeaassaannttss aarree ssppeecciiaallllyy bbrreedd ssoo
tthhaatt tthheeyy ccaann bbee sshhoott ddoowwnn ffoorr pplleeaassuurree.. WWhhiillee tthheeyy aarree
iimmpprriissoonneedd,, tthhee bbiirrddss eenndduurree ccrroowwddeedd ccoonnddiittiioonnss,, ssttrreessss aanndd
ddiisseeaassee.. OOnnccee tthheeyy aarree rreelleeaasseedd,, mmaannyy ooff tthhee bbiirrddss ddiiee ffrroomm
pprreeddaattiioonn,, ssttaarrvvaattiioonn,, ddiisseeaassee,, aanndd ffrroomm bbeeiinngg hhiitt bbyy vveehhiicclleess
aanndd ootthheerr ccaauusseess -- bbeeffoorree tthheeyy ccaann eevveenn bbee sshhoott..

TThhee pphheeaassaanntt sshhoooottiinngg sseeaassoonn rruunnss ffrroomm 11sstt OOccttoobbeerr ttoo 11sstt
FFeebbrruuaarryy.. MMaannyy ooff tthhee bbiirrddss wwhhoo aarree sshhoott aarree nnoott eevveenn
eeaatteenn.. 

AAnniimmaall AAiidd IInnffoorrmmaattiioonn SShheeeett AAnniimmaall AAiidd IInnffoorrmmaattiioonn SShheeeett

Rearing the birds . . .

. . . and shooting them

The pheasant eggs are collected from battery
units - consisting of small metal boxes that hold groups of 
breeding birds. Once the eggs have hatched, the chicks are
reared inside crowded sheds, often holding hundreds of
birds. At a few weeks of age, they are transferred to 
outside pens that can house a thousand or more birds.
They are then released into keepered woods where they
continue to be fed until the day of the shoot. The job of
the gamekeeper is to feed the birds so they come readily to
his call and to kill any other wild animals or birds who
threaten or compete with the pheasants.

On the day of the shoot, gunmen line up along the
wood where the pheasants have been reared, while
‘beaters’ flush the birds out and scare them into the sky
so that they can be used as flying targets. Although the
intention is to shoot the birds dead in flight, the nature
of the spread-shot cartridge used means that a quick
death is far from guaranteed. Many birds either fly on,
wounded by lead shot, or fall to the ground alive.
Downed birds are supposed to be retreived by dogs,
who take them to the shooters who club them over the
head or break their necks. Many wounded birds, 
however, are never recovered and suffer a long lingering
death.

The shooting lobby say that pheasants are killed for
food, but pheasant meat is not popular. It is reported

that unwanted
pheasants are
buried in pits.
‘I recently saw a
pheasant shot
and wounded
40 yards above
the ground. The 2lb bird, flapping and shedding feathers, hit
the ground with an audible thump. It couldn’t fly but tried to
run. A dog grabbed it by the wing and dragged it across the
field and through a dense hedge. The bird and wing parted
company. The dog looked momentarily confused, but then
thankfully grabbed the body. The bird continued to flap
around at the gun’s feet awhile, while he waited for his next
shot. Eventually he picked up the bird by the feet and 
repeatedly swung its head against a fence post.’

Theo Hopkins in the Daily Telegraph, 16 March 2004.

TThhee PPrroobblleemm:: CCrruueellttyy
The most intensive breeding farms keep up
to eight female pheasants and one male
in a single metal box. The crowded 
conditions make them frustrated, so
they peck at each other causing bloody
wounds. 

TThheeiirr SSoolluuttiioonn:: MMoorree CCrruueellttyy!!

The gamekeepers fit them with cumbersome
masks, which are designed to stop pecking
injuries, but are very painful in their own right.

Pheasant      
Shooting

                  



For more information on animal issues contact: Animal Aid, The Old Chapel, Bradford St, Tonbridge, Kent TN9 1AW
Tel: (01732) 364546   ll fax: (01732) 366533   ll website: www.animalaid.org.uk   ll email: info@animalaid.org.uk

Wildlife slaughter . . .

. . . & other victims

Get Active!
YOU can help stop this cruel sport

ll CCoonnttaacctt AAnniimmaall AAiidd ffoorr aa ffrreeee SSttoopp SShhoooottiinngg
AAccttiioonn PPaacckk..

ll WWrriittee ttoo yyoouurr MMPP ccaalllliinngg ffoorr aa bbaann oonn 
bbrreeeeddiinngg pphheeaassaannttss ffoorr ssppoorrtt sshhoooottiinngg..

ll OOrrddeerr ssoommee ffrreeee lleeaafflleettss ffrroomm AAnniimmaall AAiidd ttoo
ggiivvee ttoo ffrriieennddss aanndd ffaammiillyy mmeemmbbeerrss..

ll OOrrddeerr aa ffrreeee ppoosstteerr ffrroomm AAnniimmaall AAiidd ttoo ppuutt
oonn aa sscchhooooll oorr lliibbrraarryy nnoottiiccee bbooaarrdd..

An estimated 4.5 million mammals and birds of prey are
killed every year by gamekeepers in this country in the
name of game bird protection. 

The gamekeeper’s job is to keep the pheasants alive long
enough for them to be shot. This unnaturally large 
population of pheasants - protected by the gamekeepers
- attracts wild animals who see them as food. 

To preserve their
valuable ‘game
birds’, gamekeepers
set traps and snares
to kill stoats,
weasels, foxes, 
polecats and other
natural predators.
Sometimes protected
species, such as 
badgers, otters, wild
cats, kestrels and
owls, fall victim to these
snares and traps. These indiscriminate devices also catch
hares, rabbits, squirrels, hedgehogs, deer and sometimes
domestic cats and dogs. 

Snares are particularly cruel because the animals caught
in them are not killed outright. If snared around the
neck, they may be slowly choked to death as the wire
tightens. 

A protected Kestrel caught in an illegally 
set Fenn trap.

Stoat caught in a Fenn trap.

PPaarrttrriiddggeess aanndd dduucckkss
Red legged partridges and ducks are shot in large 
numbers for sport. They are bred intensively, in a similar
manner to pheasants.

GGrroouussee
About half a million grouse are shot every year during
the grouse shooting season which runs from 12th August
(the ‘Glorious 12th’) to 10th December. The birds are not
hand-reared like pheasants; instead their numbers are
maintained by the gamekeepers who ‘control’ predator
species and maintain the grouse moors. 

WWiillddffoowwlliinngg
As many as a million wildfowl, including ducks, are shot
every year for sport. The wildfowlers hide under cover

on wetlands, and wait for the birds to fly into their 
feeding grounds. Plastic decoy ducks are often set out to
entice the birds to land. As the birds come in to settle,
the shooters take great pleasure in shooting them out of
the sky. 

The facts
ll 3355 mmiilllliioonn pphheeaassaannttss aarree bbrreedd eeaacchh yyeeaarr..

ll AArroouunndd 1166 mmiilllliioonn ooff tthheessee aarree sshhoott eeaacchh yyeeaarr
((tthhee rreemmaaiinnddeerr aarree lloosstt tthhrroouugghh aa ccoommbbiinnaattiioonn
ooff ddiisseeaassee,, pprreeddaattiioonn,, ccaarr aacccciiddeennttss aanndd ootthheerr
ccaauusseess))..

ll 88000000 ttoonnnneess ooff ppooiissoonnoouuss lleeaadd sshhoott iiss rraaiinneedd
ddoowwnn oonn tthhee ccoouunnttrryyssiiddee eeaacchh yyeeaarr..

ll 44..55 mmiilllliioonn wwiilldd aanniimmaallss aarree kkiilllleedd eeaacchh yyeeaarr
iinn tthhee nnaammee ooff ggaammeebbiirrdd pprrootteeccttiioonn.. 

ll TThheerree aarree aarroouunndd 330000 ggaammee ffaarrmmss iinn
EEnnggllaanndd && WWaalleess aalloonnee..

Mallard ducks are shot for sport by wildfowlers.

 


