Photograph notes
Horses 
1) British commander-in-chief General Sir Douglas Haig on his horse.
2) British soldier and mule. Photo by Lieutenant Ernest Brooks. (© IWM Q 1592)

3) This photograph shows the Royal Scots Greys, practising a cavalry charge in a grassy field. The officer is riding in front with his arm raised to start the charge. The horses wear double bridles to give greater control. The men are in field uniform with steel helmets. The grey horses of the Royal Scots Greys caused some worries in 1914, when an order went out from Headquarters on August 22, 1914 that, 'since grey horses will make a conspicuous target … immediate steps will be taken to darken the colour of regimental chargers'. For a while there were unhappy experiments to dye the horses with permanganate solution. (Source: National Library of Scotland)
4) Field ambulance pulled by horses. (Source: Simon Butler).
5) British troops with pack horses bringing 18-pdr ammunition up to the guns over muddy ground, near Aveluy Wood, September 1916. The shells are being carried in wicker basket frames on the saddles of each horse. (© IWM Q 1467)
6) British Army Service Corps General Service (GS) wagon pulled by a team of six horses in France. (Source: Simon Butler).
7) Battle of Pilckem Ridge. British troops loading a pack horse with wiring staples. Note the horse's gas-mask. 31 July 1917. (© IWM Q 5717)

8) Horse drawn wagon stuck in mud. (Source: Australian War Memorial)
9) British soldiers try to rescue a horse-drawn water cart, which has become stuck in mud up to the axle at St. Eloi, 11 August 1917. One wheel and one of the horses has become stuck after coming off the edge of the brushwood track. (IWM Q 5942) 
10) An 18-pounder field gun of the Royal Field Artillery limbering up to move forward in support of the infantry on the opening day of the Arras offensive, 9 April 1917. (© IWM Q 5121)

11) A battery of 18-pounder guns of the Royal Field Artillery moving up towards Mailly-Maillet to meet the German advance, 26 March 1918. (© IWM Q 8631
12) A team of 8 horses pulling a 4.5 inch howitzer through the mud. Near Courcelette, March 1917. (© IWM Q 5011)

13) German shell bursting. Artillery horse lines in foreground, Battle of Estaires. near La Bassee Canal, April 1918. (© IWM Q 10876)

14) A large sign proclaims the approach of Hellfire Corner, one of the most notorious junctions on the Menin road which ran from Ypres towards the front lines, and which was kept under constant surveillance by the Germans, who shelled it at every opportunity. The canvass screens on the left were a poor attempt to hide movement from observers. (Source: Simon Butler)
15) Improvised ‘active service stable’ horse shelter near Bazentin, during the Battle of the Ancre. November 1916. Note the ribs stand out on the horse in the centre, indicating the paucity of their diet. (IWM Q 4599)
16) British soldiers try to rescue a mule who lies helpless in the mud. Soldiers try to rescue a mule team who lies helpless, unable to move in the mud. Animals and men who couldn’t be saved often drowned in the mud. (Simon Butler)
17) British troops scraping mud from a mule near Bernafay Wood on the Western Front, November 1916. (© IWM Q 1619)

18) Caltraps. Engineers remove spiked boards from a roadway leading to the German lines. These were laid early in the war to prevent cavalry approaching. Horses could also be injured by treading on deliberately scattered caltrops. These spiked devices were designed to cripple cavalry and the resulting injuries were usually fatal. (Source: Simon Butler)
19) Men and horses of the Army Service Corps (ASC) undergo an anti-gas drill, somewhere in the UK, probably Aldershot. Note that, as horses breathe through their nostrils, their mouths are not covered. (© IWM Q 34105)

20) German horse drawn field ambulance destroyed by allied shellfire. (Source: Simon Butler)

21) Horses of a British ammunition limber killed by a German shell near Mailly-Maillet, 7 April 1918. (© IWM Q 7852)

22) Wounded horses arriving at No. 5 Veterinary Hospital at Abbeville, 22 April 1918. (© IWM Q 10295)

23) Bandaging a wounded horse at No. 5 Veterinary Hospital at Abbeville, 22 April 1918. (© IWM Q 10298)

24) Veterinarians administering chloroform to a horse before an operation at the Veterinary Hospital in Abbeville, 3rd April 1916. (© IWM Q 506)
25) Brooke Horse Hospital opened by Dorophy Brooke in 
Camels
1) An Australian soldier demonstrating how docile his camel was by putting his wrist in its mouth, near Shellal, September 1917. (© IWM Q 12578)

2) The men of the Desert Mounted Corps riding their camels in the Jordan valley. The Advance across the Desert, 1917 (© IWM Q 12702)

Dogs

1) Messenger dog showing the tin cylinder on his collar in which the messages are carried. Etaples 28 August 1918. (© IWM Q 9278)

2) Sergeant of the Royal Engineers Signals Section putting a message into the cylinder attached to the collar of a messenger dog at Etaples, 28 August 1918. (© IWM Q 9276)

3) Dominion journalists are shown a demonstration at Central Depot of the Messenger Dog Service at Etaples, 6 September 1918. As part of the training, explosions were arranged close to the feeding dogs. (© IWM Q 11305)

4) An aerial oblique view of the war dog kennels of the French Sixth Army at Gournay, September 1915. Each kennel is a small dug-out. (© IWM Q 58189)

5) A trench message dog of the 5th Battalion, Manchester Regiment stands on a sandbagged wall as he waits for an officer (left) to complete the note he is writing, Cuinchy. One soldier (centre) pats the dog and holds him steady. 26 January 1918. (© IWM Q 6475)

6) Dog handler of the Royal Engineers (Signals) with his messenger dogs at a Army Veterinary Corps HQ Kennel near Nieppe Wood, 19 May 1918. Note the dogs feet, bandaged as a result of injuries caused by mustard gas. (© IWM Q 10965)

7) A German messenger dog leaps a trench, possibly near Sedan on the Western Front, May 1917. Two soldiers are just visible in the trench behind and beneath the dog. (© IWM Q 50649)

8)  A German war dog, fitted with apparatus for laying telephone wires, walks across some muddy ground. The telephone wire is clearly visible stretching out behind the dog from the container carried on its back. (© IWM Q 50671)

9) Bombing patrol in a shell hole on the Western Front. Note the 'disc' grenades being taken from a special carrier attached to the messenger dog. (© IWM Q 55558)

10) German Veterinary Service. Treatment of wounded messenger dogs at a Dog Hospital. (© IWM Q 55272)

Pigeons
1) Pigeon loft on converted bus. (Source: Simon Butler)

2) Canadian soldiers release a carrier pigeon from a trench on the Western Front. (© IWM CO 1414)

3) A carrier pigeon being released from a port-hole in the side of a tank near Albert, 9 August 1918. It's a Mark V tank of the 10th Battalion, Tank Corps attached to the III Corps during the Battle of Amiens. (© IWM Q 9247)

4) German soldiers wear respirators as they place carrier pigeons into a gas-proof chamber, presumably during an anti-gas drill. (© IWM Q 48439)

5) Cher Ami after recovering from battle minus a leg by US Army. Cher Ami (‘dear friend’) was a famous homing pigeon donated to the US Army Corps by British pigeon fanciers to deliver messages during the war. He delivered 11 messages for the US Army.

6) Three carrier pigeons at the pens at Sorrus, which had lost a leg, 2 June 1918. Of the 100,000 pigeons used by all sides in the war, it is thought that about 20,000 – one in five – were killed in action. (© IWM Q 8870)

Mascots
1) A soldier with Sammy, the mascot of 1/4th Battalion, Royal Northumberland Fusiliers. This dog went to France with the unit in April 1915, was wounded in the Second Battle of Ypres, and also gassed on Whit Monday, 1915. He was with the. (© IWM Q 1451)

2) A Lewis gunner of the 6th Battalion, the York and Lancaster Regiment with the Regiment's cat mascot, in a trench near Cambrin, 6 February 1918. (© IWM Q 8463)

3) Cats were common, particularly on a ship or at a camp, where they could establish their territory and keep the population of rats and mice down. 'Pincher', the mascot of HMS VINDEX is shown sitting on the propeller of a Sopwith Camel carried by the ship. 
(© IWM Q 73724)

4) A naval rating holding a bear, one of the mascots aboard ship on HMS ROYAL OAK. (© IWM Q 17983)

5) Convalescent British officer giving the camp mascot, a donkey, some of his food at a hospital, Salonika, August, 1916. (© IWM Q 32268)

Canaries and mines
1) Soldier with a cage of canaries from a ruined house in St. Venant, 15 April 1918. (© IWM Q 10903)

2) Men of the 3rd Australian Company excavating a chamber in the chalk in the Hulluch subway system. The chalk was dug out with miners' picks and filled into bags. These bags were trucked along the gallery to suitable positions, hauled to the surface and emptied at night. (AWM)

3) A group of unidentified Australian soldiers, possibly members of the 3rd Australian Tunnelling Company, in a tunnel in the Hulluch underground system known as 'Charing Cross'. On the left is a pile of timber and several sets of wheels, which fit the tracks seen in the centre. (E04563 AWM)

4) A view of the Mine Rescue Station of the 3rd Australian Tunnelling Company at Hulluch Tunnels, near Loos. Seen here is 1057 Sapper E. Kelly on duty, wearing the proto-apparatus and carrying a canary (or white mice) used for testing air conditions underground. (E01683 AWM)

5) Interior of the Lochnagar Crater at La Boisselle, August 1916. (© IWM Q 912)

