What do you think about animals? 

Instructions for activity
…………………………………………………………………………………………………………………
Duration: 15 – 20 minutes

Provide pairs, or small groups, of students with copies of the What do you think about animals? sheet.
Tell the students that on the sheet there is a list of statements giving different points of view concerning the use of animals. 
Ask them to read through the statements and to tick the boxes to indicate whether they agree or disagree with each statement. If they are undecided or unsure, tell them to tick the middle box. 
Give them time to discuss and decide upon their response to each statement.

(Option: Ask students to circle the statement that they feel most strongly about.)

After 5 minutes or so, or when several pairs/groups have finished, ask everyone to put their pens down.
Gather feedback on the statements from pairs/groups of students:

For example, read out statement one - Animals have feelings and emotions and ask students to indicate if they agree with the statement by raising their hand.

Invite students to explain why they agreed with the statement – ask them what evidence they have to support their view that animals have feelings and emotions.

Follow this by asking the students who disagreed with the statement to explain their reasoning. 

Encourage students to debate the assertion that animals have feelings and emotions.
Repeat the procedure several times, selecting statements that you think will facilitate animated debate amongst students. 

Debate as many statements as you have time for. 

Options:

· Take a vote on students’ views concerning selected statements.

· After you have read a statement, ask pairs/groups of students to move to indicate their point of view. For example, those who agree move to one side of the room, those who disagree move to the other side and those who don’t know, or who are undecided, position themselves in the middle/at the back. Tell students to move if and when their view changes as the debate progresses.

End the activity by summarising students’ various responses to the statements discussed.
