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Starter activity: 
•	 Show Youtube clip of cat saving boy from dog.

•	 And/or Piglet hero clip of the pig saving boy from drowning.

•	 Discuss what characteristics it shows (for example: to care for, or to protect others, to show bravery, to 	
	 know right from wrong, capacity to act and respond instinctively, etc.)

Main activity: 
•	 If not already shown, play the Animalkind film section 1: The wonderful world of animals.

•	 Display the List of characteristics on the whiteboard and discuss examples from the film illustrating some 	
	 of these characteristics.

•	 Put the children into pairs. Distribute the paper slips so that each pair has two sets of twelve slips of 	
	 paper – each of the partners having a different colour set.

Duration: 60 minutes

Objectives:	
•	 To compare the characteristics of people and other animals.

Curriculum links: 
CITIZENSHIP KS2: 1) a, b 
PSHE KS2: L1, L7	
ENGLISH: Spoken language years 1-6

Resources:	
•	 Video clip of cat saving boy from dog
	 https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=E1k4wNXfDB8 (link on the AnimalKind website)	
•	 Video clip of Piglet saving boy from drowning (link on the AnimalKind website)	
•	 Twelve slips (quarter A4) of paper of one colour for half the class and twelve slips of paper of a second colour 	
	 for the other half of the class	
•	 List of characteristics for display on the whiteboard

AnimalKind film link - Section 1: The wonderful world of animals and Section 2 – Animals’ needs and feelings

Teachers’  
Notes

Lesson linkages  19   20    21
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•	 Ask the students with slips of one colour to write brief descriptions/anecdotes (one per slip) drawing 	
	 preferably, but not necessarily, on their own experience, of how non-human animals demonstrate each 	
	 of the twelve characteristics listed on the board. Ask the partners with slips of the second colour to write 	
	 descriptions or anecdotes of how human beings manifest those same characteristics.

•	 During the writing stage, discussion is to be avoided.

•	 The task completed, partners share the examples they have chosen and briefly discuss the degree	
	 of difference/similarity in animal and human characteristics pointed up by their work.

•	 Pairs join together to form groups of four. 

•	 Each group is allotted one characteristic and asked to produce a poster comparing the characteristic in 	
	 humans and animals. They can use their written slips but also employ drawings, cartoons and 	 	
	 comments to convey their thinking regarding the degree of commonality and difference between human 	
	 and animal characteristics and behaviours.

•	 Posters are stuck on the classroom walls and students move around reading each other’s work.

Plenary: 
•	 Discuss students’ thoughts regarding the charts displayed..

•	 Were there any characteristics for which students could not think of animal examples?

Differentiation: 
•	 Either the teacher, or TA, to assist LA groups.

Original source: lesson from Earthkind p113-115. David Selby.

Resources available on the AnimalKind website

•	 List of characteristics (for displaying on whiteboard)
•	 Link to YouTube video of cat saving boy from dog attack (for displaying on whiteboard)
•	 Link to video clip of piglet saving boy from drowning (for displaying on whiteboard)



the ability to feel and express pleasure

the ability to suffer and show pain

the ability to think things out and solve problems

the ability to learn

the capacity to act and respond instinctively

the ability to show affection

the ability to play

the ability to care for their young/others

the ability to build things

the ability to know right from wrong

the ability to communicate

the ability to remember things
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