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An account by Captain Reginald Thomas, Royal Artillery, during the battle of  Soissons on
18 July 1918: 

‘It was a magnificent sight as the French cavalry came out of the forest at 	
Soissons. Their uniforms were all new, bright blue, every bit and 
spur-chain was burnished and polished; their lances were gleaming in 
the sun; and as the bugler blew the charge the horses went into the 
gallop in a fan attack - two regiments of French cavalry. 				  
They went along 	beautifully, magnificently, through 	
the wheat field in the afternoon sun, until they met the 
German machine guns, which had just come up and 
unlimbered. The machine guns, they opened up on 
them at close range and aimed high enough to knock 
the riders off the horses. At the end of the time there 
was practically nothing left of those cavalry regiments.’

H
is

to
ri

c
a

l s
o

u
rc

e

Historical source D

C
L

e
tt

e
r

Personal account



Historical source E

Historical source F 

Photo

Photo



Jo
in

 t
h

e 
a
rt

il
le

ry
!

Historical source H

P
o

st
e

r
H

is
to

ri
c

a
l s

o
u

rc
e

 G

Table


