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Historical source D (Personal account )

An account by Driver Rowland Luther of the Royal Field Artillery Regiment during the battle of
the Somme in 1916:

‘Our poor animals ... were now sinking in mud. True we had been
given a coat covering for the animals, but the cold and rain were
getting worse. The horses, however thirsty, would not touch shell
water. Their rations of oats and hay were very poor, and the poor
devils with mud on their legs and bellies now developed balls of mud
which froze on their imbs and it was impossible to release them ...

In this cold and hunger, the
horses now developed a new
habit — they started chewing
ropes, leather or even our tunics.
The horses then turned to
chewing at one another, and
soon became hairless, and a
pitiful sight.”
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