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Animals in war evidence pack: 
sources for Pigeons
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An account by Signaller Bert Chaney, 1/7th London Regiment, 1918: 

‘One by one our telephone lines were smashed. We endeavoured a 
number of times to repair them, but it was a hopeless task.
Dashing down into the dugout, I scribbled two similar coded messages 
on the special thin paper, screwed them up and pushed them into the 
little containers that clip on to the pigeon’s leg. I and one of the boys, each 
carrying a pigeon, crept up the steps and, pushing the gas blanket to one 
side, threw our birds into the air and away they flew. We watched them as 
they circled round a couple of times and then they swooped straight down 
and settled on top of our dugout. We retrieved them and tried once more, 
but those birds refused to fly. Those birds had been trained to fly direct to 
their loft, in that mist they wound not fly on a blind course and would not 
start until they could see their loft.’
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