Animals in war evidence pack:

sources for Pigeons
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Historical source D (Personal account )

An account by Signaller Bert Chaney, 1/7th London Regiment, 1918:

‘One by one our telephone lines were smashed. We endeavoured a
number of times to repair them, but it was a hopeless task.

Dashing down into the dugout, | scribbled two similar coded messages
on the special thin paper, screwed them up and pushed them into the
little containers that clip on to the pigeon’s leg. | and one of the boys, each
carrying a pigeon, crept up the steps and, pushing the gas blanket fo one
side, threw our birds into the air and away they flew. We watched them as
they circled round a couple of times and then they swooped straight down
and settled on top of our dugout. We retrieved them and tried once more,
but those birds refused fo fly. Those birds had been frained to fly direct fo
their loft, in that mist they wound not fly on a blind course and would not
start until they could see their loft.
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DEFENCE OF THE KEALM

Regulation 21A.

HoMING PIGEONS.

Killing, Wounding or Molesting Homing Pigeons

Is punishable under the Defence of the Realm Regulations by

SIX MONTHS IMPRISONMENT OR £100 FIE.

The Public are reminded that Homing Pigeons are doing
valuable work for the Government, and are requested to assist
in the suppression of the shooting of these birds.

£0 REWARD

will be paid by the NATIONAL HOMING UNION

for information leading to the conviction of

any person SHOOTINC HOMING PIGEONS
the property of its Members.

Information should be given to the Police, Military Post, or te

the Secretary of the Union, C. C. PLACKETT,
14, EAST PARADE, LEEDS.
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