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Footage of toxicity testing in UK laboratories
hasn’t been seen in over a decade — until now.



What is Licensed Cruelty?

Every year, millions of animals are harmed in UK laboratories.

Many are used in toxicity testing, where Animals are subjected to forced
substances, like industrial chemicals and inhalation, forced feeding, and have
pesticides, are tested on live animals to their bodies mutilated so that

see if they cause harm. substances can be applied to the wound.

They endure pain, fear, and long-term
suffering and most animals are killed after
months, even years, of testing.

This cruelty is not illegal.

In fact, it is licensed and regulated
by the Home Office. This is what we
mean by “Licensed Cruelty”.

Animals are subjected to
forced inhalation, forced »
feeding, and have their —_ T — )

bodies mutilated.



The campaign to end animal testing

The Licensed Cruelty campaign began when we saw footage of rabbits,
rats, dogs, pigs and primates being used for licensed experiments in UK

laboratories as recently as 2025.

This unprecedented footage, filmed by lab workers, was provided to Animals

International and shows a level of cruelty that's gone unseen for years:

) Monkeys restrained in
" ‘primate chairs’

S Pregnant rabbits immobilised
in plastic containers

A Chemicals applied to wounds
cut into pigs’ backs

www.toxicity.inc/gb

‘_@ Rats squeezed into ‘inhalation
towers’

) Beagles and monkeys wearing
masks for forced inhalation
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footage here

Experimenting on mice, dogs, and other animals assumes
their bodies respond just like ours — but mounting scientific

evidence shows this isn’t the case.

In fact, many drugs deemed ‘safe’ through animal
testing have gone on to harm humans. Non-animal

9/10 drugs deemed
safe on animals fail
human clinical trials.

methods are more reliable, safer, and cruelty-free.




Our asks

We’ve been campaigning against animal testing for nearly 50 years and
support for animal-free science has grown substantially — not just from
the public, but among scientists and policymakers too.

But this new footage shows real change isn’t
happening fast enough. That’s why we’re calling
on the Government to:

- Suspend licensing of all new tests
- Conduct a full review of all current licences

- Urgently deliver their promise to replace

animals in science.

[ Tell your MP it’s time to end animal testing.

What else you can do

Share the footage widely:
www.toxicity.inc/gb

i

Order free Animal Experiments
leaflets via our website
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Join our Volunteer Network

it’s time to end

Sign up for email updates:
www.animalaid.org.uk/enews
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